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Summary

As a human being is different from person to person, a nation or a town is different one
by one. As a human being is born and dies, a nation or a town is also born and disappears.
Human being has tried hard to make it clear how human being can create a nation and a town.
But a such complicated study has just implied the existence of god. This paper never made a
challenge to such a difficult theme, but tried to rearrange the papers I have ever written.

Hiejokyo and Heiankyo, present Nara City and Kyoto City, are the ancient works of
Japanese civil engineers. Water works of Kanto Plain by Iyeyasu Tokugawa, road and railway
construction by Meiji Government could be also mentioned as great works of planners and
engineers. Those planners might have been called as madmen or sometimes accused to death.

Now, it is important to have right understandings of urban growth and death, to know
the necessity of infra-structures for sound urban areas, to know the technique and science of
urban development and its maintenance and to have the skill and will to propose national and
urban planning.

Finally, the most important work would be to educate future planners. At present, the
graduates of those courses like urban and regional planning are facing the difficulty to get
suitable jobs after graduation. Because of severe competitions and biddings, every big
construction company is loosing his benefit and slimming the planning divisions. Politicians
and administrative officials are interested in more shortsighted matters than long-term
planning.

National government has almost given up to take a leadership on planning and each
municipality is expected to be a fundamental body of good planning. It is now most urgent to
make up a tight union between metropolitan areas and rural areas. Otherwise, towns and

countries in rural areas may stop breathing sooner or later and may cause the national ruin.
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